
HIV SURVEY - Imstilljosh.com
Submit Date What scares you about living with HIV? Do you personally experience stigma from people? Please rate your current journey living. What is the best word to describe yourself? What is the most challenging thing about living with HIV? Please rate my social media post quality (no offense taken). Which best describes you?

2016-06-07T08:31:19.123Z The stigma, due to I bareback with others who are hiv, the possibility of contracting a new strain or another sti Only once. I got abuse from someone on grindr as I was honest on my profile that I was +ve and preferred bareback 2 Depressed however overcoming recent obstacles and bad situations After 8 years not on meds, having to start taking them and remembering to take them daily 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-06T08:29:17.298Z Other peoples ignorance On occasion yes 4 Loving Huge 'unclean' stigma that it carries, especially in the gay community 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-04T03:47:32.654Z I've fought cancer, heart disease, and many health challenges but biggest fear is the community becoming complacent about the virus Not anymore 3 Determined Contracted aids before meds were available,  watched my partner and many friends die before treatments were available 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-03T20:30:21.946Z Stigma Not that I know of, but I witness it first hand on a daily basis living in the southern Bible belt. 3 Unbreakable Realizing the cost of being alive and healthy 5 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-06-03T11:24:59.497Z The fact that people are still not taking HIV seriously, people still having unprotected sex thinking all they have to do is take a pill and they'll be fine.. IT IS NOT AS SIMPLE AS A PILL AND 20 MINUTES OF PLEASURE/SEX IS NOT WORTH THE HELL YOU GO THROUGH WITH HIV/AIDS FOR THE REST OF YOUR LIFE.Mostly from the medical community 2 Still here. Kind of... Allergies to many many meds, Being told I'm not complaining because I can't tolerate meds,  Not being able to tolerate meds, No help in between what the doctor says to what insurance (does) covers, Doctors do not seem to listen to anything the patient's say (head stuck in a computer) - (they tell you to listen to your body and let them know and when you do they treat you like you're stupid),  Horrible healthcare in America, Knowing I'm going to die with Aids because of politics, Stigma in general and stigma from medical professionals, Having lived the last 20 years ever month to 3 months at a doctors office, the way they treat HIV/Aids, Going to many different doctors (specialty) to treat other health issues when many of the issues are all HIV/Aids/meds and immune system related (could be simplified), Not being able to get other services because of what the side effects from the meds have done to the rest of my body (teeth, etc..) 20 years of doctors and not being able to get  decent medical care in America, dying because of red tape.5 Living with HIV not on meds

2016-06-03T10:46:17.375Z Insurance denials Yes 4 Happy go lucky Insurance nuances 3 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-02T22:38:02.506Z Criminalization worries me the most. Policies are so far behind what our understanding of health and societal impacts are. I don't experience stigma personally, although one area that it's often invisible is online dating. In that arena I spell it out on my profiles, so I wouldn't know if people turn the other way before saying hello. 5 Supportive Knowing when to tell people and when to keep it private. Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-02T20:59:51.591Z That I'm gonna be treated like a leper Newly diagnosed 1st Feb 2016 so have not experienced it yet.  Not sure what's being said behind my back since I'm living openly HIV. But I do get avoided but it's because people don't quite know how to deal with the info. 5 Amazing Not feeling desired 3 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-02T05:08:43.111Z Honestly...nothing. I plan on living a full life and then some...God willing Yes 5 Confident Stigma 5

2016-06-02T02:43:47.638Z Loosing my job therefore my insurance Yes 5 Quiet,hardworking, Dealing with heath insurance 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-02T01:21:08.570Z Being treated like a contagion patient out of ignorance in my day to day? No. In dating apps, sure. 5 Intelligent Dating/sex. 3 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-06-01T22:17:51.117Z The constant rejections from other men All the time 4 Surviving Taking these fucking horse pills that are hard to swallow 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T22:07:22.916Z Right now not much On occasion 4 Giving Fear of over reaction by some who are not well informed 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T20:19:21.517Z that I may die I dont let them 5 motivated staying energized 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T18:37:14.407Z Stigma. People finding out that I have it. As I live in a small country town Not really as most don't know I have it 3 Uneasy Even after all these years, remembering to take meds 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T17:13:49.150Z I could be alone for the rest of my life. No 5 Happy Telling potential dates. 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T17:03:00.951Z Loss of meds Sometimes 4 Positive The stigma 4 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-06-01T16:55:16.333Z The meds will ruin my organs. I don't really tell people I'm positive. 4 Ambitious. That nagging feeling that there is a deadly incurable disease lurking inside you. 2 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T16:33:41.698Z Dying alone No. 4 Alive The stigma it brings.  And the depression 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T14:46:09.248Z Uncertainty of the unknown Haven't shared with many 5 Changed for the better Fear about disclosure 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T14:20:58.229Z Just learned to live with it I had to Yes 3 Lonely Being by youself 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T14:07:07.977Z Nothing Not anymore, I simply don't allow it, but I'm more fortunate than most of my brethren 4 Inspired Lower GI functions 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T13:17:37.106Z Stigma I have on a few occasions 3 Hopeful Stigma 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T12:44:18.618Z Dying Yes from other gays in the gay community 4 Kind Medication adherence 5 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-06-01T12:32:05.725Z Never finding a partner because of my HIV since education about HIV is nearly ninexistant. I do from guys whom are NEG and on PREP 2 Intellectual Over coming the negative sigma and having to educate people about HIV 4 Living with HIV not on meds

2016-06-01T11:52:59.521Z Dying alone Yes when it comes to dating 4 Independent Dating 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T10:52:28.809Z Nothing  Yes 3 fighter Side effects from  the meds 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T10:45:23.930Z Rejection When I lived in Atlanta, no. Now that I live in Cincinnati, all the time. The level of HIV education among gay men in this city is like reliving the late 80s. 3 Alone Dating 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T09:50:13.466Z Passing it to someone else Sometimes 3 Hard working Being tired all the time 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T07:41:42.726Z That one day the meds might stop working. Yes I'd did in some areas of my life but I really don't much care what people think. 3 Hopeful Dealing with pain and Sid effect of some meds. 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T06:26:03.781Z What people will think of me Yes 4 Strong Sickness from meds 5 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-06-01T05:27:42.174Z Getting sick No not many people know 4 Love Finding love 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T05:21:15.373Z Not knowing if I will ever be well again. Yes, but not too often. 2 Fighting. Having to deal with the hurt when people you thought cared about you turn their backs when you tell them you're living with HIV. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T05:01:03.563Z Never finding my love and losing friends who now think we can't hang out Yes 3 Crazygood Worried. Have had to change meds frequently. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T04:11:47.196Z Running out of energy No 3 Survivalist Self worth 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T02:48:53.926Z Being alone Yes 4 Impatient Telling others 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T02:45:16.232Z That people will assume my child has HIV. Yes! :( 5 Mom Living in secret because you are fearful of the stigma. Not knowing anyone else HIV+ 5 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-06-01T02:39:19.254Z judgement of others maybe not directly too often, but indirectly 4 optimistic worrying about what others think 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T02:10:29.363Z Failing organs Yes 3 Wishful Stigma 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T02:09:27.373Z Not knowing if I will find love again. Not directly. Lots of passive aggresive angst. 4 Better Trying to balance daily life with advocacy and church . Right now my dauly life has won. 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T02:06:01.558Z Aging Some 5 Happy Pity 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T02:05:07.216Z Being thought of as unclean or having others unwilling to hug me or any kind of contact because they don't understand. Thankfully no. 4 unrequited What if I don't know how to answer this question?  It's easy to say fear of not getting into a relationship, but I guess it's closer to fear of people I care about being unable to understand me when I go through phases of strength and weakness. 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T02:04:58.032Z That it could make you more susceptible to things like cancer. I have before. 3 Imaginative Stigma 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T02:03:06.372Z Being treated differently by others Yes 4 Optimistic Living in a small town and trying to date when there are limited numbers of gay men, and of those many are ill informed about dating someone with HiV 5 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-06-01T02:02:14.801Z Fear of giving it to someone else. Not from the friends and family that I have shared it with but scared to talk openly about it. 2 Hopeful disappointment in myself for letting this happen to me. 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T01:58:15.388Z Not knowing when I'll get really sick again. Yes 4 complicated Feeling judged by medical professionals in my small town. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T01:55:36.354Z Rejection and being thought of poorly No, fortunately, but I haven't opened up to many people at this point. I've only shared with immediate family & closest friends. They're very supportive. 1 LOST Being open, honest and proud represent my biggest challenge. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T01:48:35.924Z Not being able to find my soulmate. No 5 Stupendous Remembering if I took my meds for the day. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T01:46:23.677Z Honestly, nothing scares me about living with HIV.  I know HIV is manageable and as long as I take my meds, I will be fine. Oh yes, I have had a family that I was very close to, after I was diagnosed, they obviously did not want me near their kids. 3 unique I am a unique case, not only am I an AIDS patient since 2008, I also was born with a hereditary form of Muscular Dystrophy, known as Charcot-Marie-Tooth Disease.  CMT effects the limbs. I have had 5 foot surgeries to date on my left foot, and have had partial amputations on my left foot. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T01:37:10.245Z The stigma attached to it and people's ignorance. Yes 4 Proactive The other disabilities that came after. 5 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-06-01T01:36:28.454Z Heart disease, liver failure, any number of illnesses that could be caused by the medications that are currently keeping me alive. Yes. Dating SUCKS! 5 Conqueror Stigma 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T01:13:50.280Z Drug resistance, I'm already resistant to all the nukes Yes, often 5 Committed Reliance on meds and adhering  to dosing schedules 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T00:39:17.708Z The unknown Not yet 5 Determined Fear of the stigma 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T00:12:19.864Z Stigma, Criminalization, being forgotten. I'm sure that I still do, just not recently. 4 Marvelous Long Term Survival
25 yrs POZ.

5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T00:12:17.841Z Dying young. No.Only close family & Friends know about it.
5 out going I haven't had a challenges honestly. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-06-01T00:01:01.290Z Not being able to pay for my meds if something happens to my current state plan. Beyond that, not much! Oh yeah, I did when I was first diagnosed for sure. Today, I think it's more of an ignorance thing - they know what HIV is, they just don't know anything about it, nor do they care to know! 4 relentless Feeling confident with an HIV specialist. My marriage to my partner compromising the state insurance that covers my meds, and probably always having to think about what I say to others concerning my illness some know, others don't. 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T23:47:26.262Z Unknown side health problems yes 4 Creative stigma 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T23:37:50.986Z Getting another O.I. From a few people but it's not too bad 4 Shy Getting over the opportunistic infections 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T23:16:10.935Z Leaving my partner too soon Indirectly. Many still are talked about and judged without knowing their lives or struggles. 4 Striving Disclosure 5 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T23:00:02.713Z Not finding someone to love Yes 3 Exist The shame I get from others 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T22:38:38.083Z The chance that one day I won't be able to pay for my meds, and other complications/illnesses brought on or exacerbated by HIV. Yes I do, more than ever thought I still would. I have had "friends" who are shocked that I still have sex, and others who have thrown glasses away I drank from. 3 Creative the stigma and ignorance people still hold onto about HIV. It is even more so within the gay community. 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T21:54:29.350Z Loneliness No 2 Alone Loneliness 3 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T21:23:43.595Z No cure Yes 4 Saddened Stigma 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T21:03:59.851Z The meds might stop working No 4 Honest Thinking about my future 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T20:47:49.238Z Proper care from the VA Yes. Especially in the gay community. 3 Smiles Proper care from the VA 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T20:46:26.239Z Possible negative reactions from disclosure No 4 Serious Fatigue Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T20:38:51.829Z The idea of infecting someone else (i've been undetectable my entire 'HIV Career') I was accused by a coworker of attempting to infect her by sneezing on her keyboard & spitting in her bottle water.  HR then disclosed my status to my coworkers, thus creating a hostile work atmosphere.  5 Vivacious The stigma which stills exists to some degree. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T20:34:28.567Z Giving HIV to my partner of 6 years who is negative. No. I'm lucky and blessed. 5 Happy Taking the meds. How it affects my body. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T20:19:56.019Z Rejection sure to disclosure (e.g., loss of friendship, loss of job) Occasionally. I avoid this by not putting myself in situations where I could be required to disclose my status. 5 Thriving Putting myself in situations which may require disclosure. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T20:11:25.037Z Running out of money Rarely 4 Independent Side effects 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T20:05:43.698Z Looking like it No 5 Humble Keeping weight up 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T19:58:07.792Z Transmission No 5 Tenacious Disclosure 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T19:57:18.375Z That I could infect someone else (no matter how remote the chance since I'm undetectable Not anymore but when I was first dealing with my hiv a few people called me dirty and various other names 4 Complex Making sure I can afford my meds. I make $12 per year too much to qualify for assistance anymore 5 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T19:56:06.596Z mom finding out yes 3 giving price of medication 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T19:53:44.712Z Not being there for my family when they need me. No, most just say 'ok' when I tell them. 5 Unstoppable The process of 'coming out' to those I trust around me. I already came out once...now I have to do it again. 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T19:43:54.326Z Stigma Yes 3 Survivor Uncertainty 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T19:43:13.571Z Dying alone, a long and agonizing death Yes, sometimes, but rather seldom 4 Struggling The stigma and lacking self-confidence fighting that stigma 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T19:42:55.624Z What ailment comes up Yes from other HIV+ individuals because of the communication differences 4 Sexy Dealing with other HIV+ individuals who think they know what's best for me.  Other challenging is being Deaf with HIV when there are no accessibility for support services as well as adequate medical care.  The Hearing HIV+ community has it better. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T19:39:22.021Z Getting sick Not currently 4 Authentic Low energy 5 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T19:38:52.785Z Nothing No 4 Independent Side effects of meds 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T19:35:02.524Z Becoming resistant to medications Yes 4 Determined Disclosure 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T19:25:51.290Z Nothing but embarrassment. No 3 Denial Clinical visits. Fear and being ashamed. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T19:24:35.589Z Accidentally infecting others That's why I'm not open about it unless asked. It's "that look" you get when people first discover what you have. 4 "I live life. Life doesn't live ME" Dating and when it comes time to take it to the next step; coming out about it all and "HOPE" that the night doesn't become real bad 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T19:03:48.374Z Dementia Yes. I wear HIV t-shirts sometimes just to watch people look away. Also, did I mention I'm tired of being stigmatized at HIV organizations? 5 free I'm tired of being treated like a number when I'm at an HIV organization. I'm not a "consumer" or whatever word they use to describe me. 3 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T18:48:54.397Z Getting sick with minor aliments. No 5 Relentless Being tired all the time. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T18:46:56.757Z Emerging co-morbidities of longterm surviving. Recently diagnosed with HIV-associated cardiomyopathy. In March 2016, had an implantable cardioverter defibrillator (ICD) performed at MGH, Boston. Yes. Nowadays, in social media. 3 OCD (Optimism, Confidence, Determination) Unmet emerging needs of long-term survivors 5 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T18:45:33.577Z The meds will stop working I did before, when I was first diagnosed. Now I don't give a crap about someone else opinion of me. 5 present The daily meds and idiots not knowing about HIV. 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T18:38:15.164Z Rejection Yes. I had a doctor in my college that said she wouldn't put it in my chart to "protect" me 4 Emotional Rejection 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T18:23:12.241Z Co-infections Not very often 4 Scrappy Stigma 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T18:22:37.115Z Nothing really No 5 Optimistic Communicating with Dates about my status 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T18:20:04.888Z how I am going to die (not death itself) yes, especially since I live in a rural area 4 eccentric stigma 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T18:03:24.929Z Boyfriends Sometimes 3 relaxed 3 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T17:59:53.719Z That, no matter how remote, I would pass it someone else. Not that I'm aware of. 5 Grateful Dealing with insurance companies and incompetent physician staff. 5 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T17:56:08.158Z Social stigma or giving it to my partner No 4 Survivor Social stigma 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T17:50:48.581Z Discrimination No 5 Champion Thoughts of something bad happening health wise, although I'm extremely healthy. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T17:46:58.389Z Getting sick to where I cannot take care of my household responsibilities and my babies. Out of all the people I have shared with may be like 2 out of 50. 5 Happy and more full of life since I have been diagnosed. The mental part of it all. It seems like it is constantly on mind. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T17:43:05.327Z aging not much but i live in a very liberal area 3 anxious aging 3 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T17:26:38.243Z Dying early from damage caused by drugs Rarely 4 Nice Travelling with meds 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T17:26:36.864Z How everyone sees me. All the time 3 Confident Stigma 4 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T17:15:24.637Z Initially, what was going to happen to me, next steps, treatment, perception. Now? Nothing scares me. Yes, frequently. Usually as a result of misinformation. 5 Empowered Educating the misinformed, particularly as it relates to dating. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T17:05:28.773Z Side effects of meds Yes 2 Exhauted Stigmatized 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T16:53:14.058Z Unknown complications Yes 3 anxious Stigma...and the future 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T16:52:14.933Z not having the means to afford my healthcare just the usual, every day, tone deaf, clumsy, outdated BS; ex. "gosh but to look at you we'd never guess" 4 lucky the tick-tock, drip-drip of time slipping by quickly 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T16:43:23.762Z That no one will ever really love me due to my status. Yes 4 cautious Having others understand. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T16:41:30.153Z Putting others in danger and people running away from me when they find out Not yet 1 Confused Acceptance and not feeling like a failure 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T16:36:57.377Z Cost of medication Not much 4 Aware Stigma 4 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T16:34:47.139Z Unexpected death Not really but I have in the past 3 Fighter Meds and hospitalizations 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T16:28:31.114Z The virus will mutate and the meds will stop working. No 4 Stubborn HIV related Kidney Failure. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T16:25:59.973Z Being alone Fearful to share with many 3 dreamer People's reaction 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T16:24:44.669Z Possible complications Online dating yes 5 Better than ever before! Dating 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T16:19:08.161Z The problem of KS I do 5 Reclusive Loose stools 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T16:08:38.207Z Dying of it but it's not a rational fear Yes 4 Unchanged Telling other people that I have it 4 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T16:05:40.041Z Making a simple mistake and harming someone I have in the past. 5 Artistic Staying optimistic 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T16:05:10.707Z No savings or retirement. Yes 3 Alone All the new medical issues that negative people don't get or worry about. 3 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T16:04:23.699Z Early death Yes 3 Resilient Stigma 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T16:03:20.669Z That the med could fail at any given time or cause bodily harm. All the time. In Pittsburgh it's alive & well and no one is doing anything about it. 3 Independent Stigma 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T16:00:33.247Z Stigma reducing my quality of life real and perceived. Not sure secluded myself for protection. Surrounded by loved ones. 4 Joyful Other health issues 3 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:55:23.858Z Infecting others Yes 4 Tenacious Health care costs 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:52:28.671Z Infecting someone else. Not as of yet 5 Greatful Depression 4 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T15:51:57.424Z Ned's stop working Yes, 2nd hand. No one knows, but people make AIDS jokes. 5 Gregarious Dating non HIV+ 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:50:33.901Z Nothing really. some, yes. 5 energetic The stigma I feel and having to keep it secret from even family and close friends. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:49:51.201Z Contracting an opportunistic infection that could render me disabled. Currently my counts are great, but that worry remains. Not usually, aside from someone making an uninformed statement about HIV. I usually use that moment to teach, rather than become angry. 4 Honest Dealing with all the medical / insurance paperwork. I receive assistance for my care, and have to be recertified about every 6 months. It's time consuming. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:49:37.571Z Long term care Yes 3 Optimistic The general public's lack of understanding 3 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:48:59.724Z The medication killing me over time. Yes 5  determined Ignorance 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:47:42.676Z Afraid for my partner Yes 5 Adaptable The fear of uneducated myths 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:46:59.956Z Rejection and loneliness Not open about it unless I encounter some one who is interested. But my roommate was fired from his job in November after he told his boss. 4 Incredible Shingles flair ups, rashes that won't heal on both legs that have been there for five years and itchy 5 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T15:44:23.841Z Fear of infecting anyone around me. And fear of veing rejected or being afraid of No 4 Adventurous People's judgement 5 HIV negative 

2016-05-31T15:43:29.811Z Nothing. I watched all of my friends die from 1985-1995. No. Not any more. 2 Tired Side effects from meds, as I have resistance to most new meds, we are using some of the older drugs. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:41:19.859Z Getting someone else sick Sometimes 4 Easy going Feeling like it is a issue with my partner even though he says it is not. 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:35:47.238Z Passing it to somebody on accident. No 4 Qwercky. Medication and the occasional side effects. 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:34:50.543Z Nothing I don't. But I keep my status private because of the stigma. 4 Lucky The stigma 3 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:33:32.550Z The lack of government funding for furthering the research on figuring out how to completely end the disease instead of just medicating the issue. I'm not a fan of the pharmaceutical companies monopoly and the fact that medications aren't affordable and available for a lot of people. Very rarely but it definitely puts you in your place when it happens. 5 Mindful when out of the blue your dealing with an uneducated person who makes you realize the stigma still exists! 5 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T15:32:35.945Z Nothing Absoutley  2 Stigma and ignorance 2 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:30:49.798Z Giving it to someone else No. Most are supportive. Overly supportive. 3 Loving Medication 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:28:59.261Z Not being able to afford meds Don't tell anyone, so not yet 2 A very good guy Paying for meds 2 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:25:36.129Z Infecting my family if I get wounded. Yes, since I'm honest in my relationships 4 positively happy Remembering to take meds 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:23:50.735Z Being unable to get/ running out of meds while traveling No 5 Arrogant being forced to use a mail order pharmacy 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:22:21.710Z Society in general Occasionally, but I'm pretty vocal. 5 Content Always being aware of your health 3 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:20:21.487Z Working to build a life,  a business, and a future, only to have medical expenses rob me of them later. Ultimately a fear that I'm trying to dismantle. Absolutely, both from fellow gay men and straight folks. Although I've also seen a lot more self education about HIV on the part of guys who are neg. PrEP has been great here, not just as a solution itself but in the conversations it generates. 5 Visionary Underlying uncertainty 5 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T15:17:24.640Z Rejection Yes 3 Lost Stigma 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:14:09.629Z Lack of healthcare. My meds are $2700 a month Sometimes, when I disclose 3 Trying Guilt. Beating myself up over the past. Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:12:27.178Z Die alone Not yet 3 Adventurous Coming out as hiv positive 3 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:12:15.608Z Meds stop working Self imposed 2 Positive Trust issues 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:12:11.853Z Ending up alone Sometimes... Mostly from people who are uneducated 4 Ambitious Trusting people again 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:12:09.628Z Lonliness Occasionally 5 Thankful Rejection with dating 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:12:02.592Z Dying No 3 Confused Side effects of meds 4 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T15:09:31.790Z My biggest fear would be to pass the virus on to someone else. Most of the time no but when I do, it is usually from my family. 4 unstoppable Rejection from others whom may not be as educated on the subject. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:08:37.545Z That I will somehow think of myself less/lose self esteem by associating beauty or value with the disease Yes, I have very much so in the past 5 Ambitious HIV stigma and judgement 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:08:14.982Z Getting opportunistic diseases and not recovering. I used to, but not anymore. 5 Caring Side affects of the drugs 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:07:51.724Z Being alone and feeling ugly All the time 3 Artistic Stigma 2 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:07:22.702Z My mood swings and lack of energy Occasionally 4 Lively Tiredness 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:07:21.603Z Dying alone Yes 3 Giving Stigma and side effects from long term med use 2 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T15:04:14.104Z Now?  NOTHING.  Except maybe LIVING period -- I'm over it all and have chosen to go unmedicated for nearly a year now -- waiting for it to be over. There are still uneducated folks roaming the earth, so yeah.  The worst?  These young guys that ask to get "pozzed up."   Stupid little f*ckers! 3 tired After 22 years, on meds and off, it's the meds!  They're f*cking poison.  Other issues, such as cholesterol & triglycerides so I (from the meds) that I suffered a heart attack at  37, now have cirrhosis, portal-hypertension, splenomegaly, esophageal varicies, etc., failing sight and now a denture-wearer from all the damage caused by meds over the years are just icing on the cake!5 Living with HIV not on meds

2016-05-31T15:02:35.642Z The fear of the unknown, of how my body will react/change over time. Yes 4 Neurotic Stigma 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T15:01:33.067Z Nothing Yes all the time. 3 Nice Trying to date because of the stigma. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:59:15.883Z Losing my insurance No but I am (generally) not out virally speaking. 5 Nerd Good insurance 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:59:05.583Z Becoming an exception to the treatment Yes 4 Passionate Stigma associated with it when people find out 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:58:48.292Z Being single No 5 Positive Listening to negative stigma 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:58:33.221Z Nothing. No, but I know others who do. 5 Resilient The stigma and people's outdated HIV knowledge. 5 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T14:55:59.710Z Being a victim of HIV laws. Passing the virus. Inability to get medicine. Yes, absolutely. But it doesn't stop me from speaking and educating people about it. 3 Compassonate Worrying about healthcare/finances/ability to get meds. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:55:20.409Z Stigma outside my community and within my LGBT community.  Still. Yes.  Every damn day. 3 Positive All of the associated health challenges with aging. 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:54:49.306Z Dying early Yes 5 Resilient Stigma 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:54:06.022Z Nothing Yes 5 Happy Remembering to take your meds 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:53:32.679Z Getting sick which takes longer to recover Not really 4 Kind hearted Status disclosing when time is right 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:52:14.571Z Won't find true love. Yes. 4 Happy Destroying the stigma that goes along with it. 4 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T14:51:49.897Z That I will never be okay with having it. Not much anymore. Experienced it a lot in my last job. 3 Coping Learning to accept myself with it 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:50:00.929Z That my body might not be able to fight off an infection or being alone for the rest of my life Yes all the time the Atlanta gay community is very closed minded 3 Motivated The constant rejection from guys as well as having to take that pill everyday and be overly concerned about colds and other illnesses 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:49:42.961Z Infecting my husband Yes 5 Stable Rejection 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:49:23.570Z Aging micro-agressions mostly, those hurt the most. 4 Connectedness Aging 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:46:25.123Z Honestly, it scares me to think of medical complications later in life. No 5 Survivor Dating 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:43:42.715Z Medication uncertainty Only from people that try to hit me up and I tell them they aren't my type. I've been told "that's why you deserve AIDS" 4 Neverending People saying "I'm Sorry" 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:40:07.018Z Meds stop working. Being rejected by people you love Yes 3 Hopeful Stigma and relationships 5 Living with HIV on meds 
2016-05-31T14:38:49.425Z Medication availability in times of crisis Yes, often during educational opportunities or online. 5 Involved What other people think, stigma. 5 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:38:34.395Z The complications that result from taking meds or getting an infection or cancer your body can't recover from. yes 3 compassionate rejection 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:35:32.348Z Nothing Never have. Very open about it. Everyone I've met had been totally understanding. Some have some questions and I'm glad to be informative for them. 4 Laid back No challenges 4 Living with HIV on meds 

2016-05-31T14:23:03.033Z
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